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 £9250 annual scholarship
 8 week paid summer placement
 Workplace mentor
 Graduate job opportunity



THE
OPPORTUNITY
Thorlabs are delighted to offer an Engineering 
Scholarship Programme through our UK Engineering 
Department. This opportunity is open to undergraduate 
students in the UK who are studying towards a masters 
degree in Electrical/Electronic Engineering, and is aimed 
towards students currently in their second year of study 
(third year in Scotland).

Beginning with an immersive 8 week summer placement, 
this programme will offer real world engineering design 
experience at every stage and lead to a role in a fast 
growing, multinational company.

UK Engineering Roles

 Mechanical
 Electronic
 Software



AT A GLANCE
Thorlabs is a global optical technologies company with 
expertise in the design and manufacture of an extensive 
array of innovative photonics products for manufacturing 
and research, from fibre optics to piezo motors, with a 
presence in almost every optics laboratory worldwide. 
Founded in the US in 1989, Thorlabs has expanded 
across the world; now with 15 facilities in 10 countries.

Thorlabs UK, 15 miles from Cambridge, engineers a 
wide range of products including optomechanical 
components, vibration isolation systems and motion 
control devices. Investment and involvement in the 
latest technologies, the constant pursuit of quality, and 
exciting growth and development make this a perfect 
environment for those passionate about engineering.

Thorlabs UK

 240 Employees
 Continual new product development
 Double digit growth



WHAT WE
LOOK FOR
Successful applicants to the Engineering Scholarship 
Programme will require:

If this describes you, please send a copy of your CV, 
along with a covering letter to the address or email on 
the back of this brochure. Please also tell us about your 
particular areas of interest within your course of study. 

Applications for the 2019 intake to be made by 14th 
January 2019. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to 
attend a 1-day Assessment Centre in the Spring before 
a final decision is made.

In line with the requirements of the Asylum and Immigration Act 1996, all 
applicants must be eligible to live and work in the UK. Documented evidence of 
eligibility will be required from candidates as part of the recruitment process.

WHAT WE
OFFER YOU
The Engineering Scholarship Programme offers the 
following specific benefits:

A scholarship of £9,250 in each of the remaining 
years of your undergraduate studies.

A mentor from our engineering team will give one-
on-one support during your placement.

An 8 week placement each remaining summer of 
your degree.

A guaranteed graduate-level job upon your 
graduation (subject to fulfilling certain requirements).









AAB at A Level in STEM subject areas.

First year degree results of 2:1 or higher.

A post-graduation employment commitment to 
Thorlabs of 3 years minimum.

A passion for technology, excellent communication 
skills, the ambition to lead and the drive to achieve 
goals.











FAQs
What can I use the £9250 for?
The £9250 scholarship can be used to cover your Tuition fees, but 
it will be paid to you, so you can use it towards books, equipment, 
accommodation and other student expenses if you prefer.

What is the pay for the 8 weeks?
Remuneration will be based on the current National Living Wage. 
The summer will be paid based on the hours that you work, 
irrespective of your decision to accept the scholarship or not at the 
end of the 8 weeks.

What will the graduate job salary be?
Thorlabs constantly monitors the ever changing local market to 
ensure we are offering salaries and benefits that are competitive. 
In addition to a competitive salary, we offer an ideal location in 
a well-connected and beautiful Cathedral city, opportunities for 
continuous professional development, excellent benefits and a 
strong work-place community with regular sporting and social 
activities.

When do I find out if my application has been successful?
Successful candidates will be notified by the end of February 2019.

When will the 8 week summer placement be?
The start date of the placement period will be arranged and 
coordinated with you and any other Scholars offered a placement. 
Once started, the 8 weeks must be completed consecutively, 
although you will be given a pro-rata holiday allowance of 4 days.

When will the graduate job start?
You will be expected to begin your full time role with Thorlabs 
within 1 month of your graduation.

Is it possible to do projects in conjunction with Thorlabs for my 
University required project work?
If you are required to do industry-based project work as part of 
your degree course, subject to your University’s approval and the 
availability of a suitable project, we would be happy to support you 
in doing a Thorlabs project, however this would not be paid work.

What if I did not do A-levels?
We will consider University students from any background - 
applications will be considered on case-by-case basis. Your 
University, chosen course and A-level-equivalent qualifications will 
all be taken into account.

What if I decide that it is not for me?
The initial 8 week summer placement is your time to really get to 
know the company and the job that you will be doing in the future. 
During this time, if you decide that Thorlabs isn’t for you, you can 
leave at any point – there is no commitment. If, at the conclusion 
of the 8 weeks, you would like to take on the Thorlabs Scholarship 
then you will sign a contract of employment at that point. You will 
be paid your 1st year’s scholarship at the first pay date (end of the 
month) after you have signed your contract. If you change your 
mind after you have received your bursary, you will be required 
to repay the scholarship paid to you in full. Further details will be 
included in your employment contract.



WHAT WILL 
YOUR 8 WEEK 
PLACEMENT 
ENTAIL? 

The initial 8 week summer placement of this programme 
is designed to immerse you in the Thorlabs working 
environment and give you a real experience of applied 
engineering. The aims of this summer placement are 
to help you to decide whether Thorlabs is for you, to 
offer valuable experience to benefit your subsequent 
years of study, and to equip you with more of the skills 
and knowledge needed to be an effective engineer at 
Thorlabs. 

To achieve this, your first 8 weeks will comprise of:

First 2 weeks
Assembling motion control products in our production 
are, alongside engineering reviews with a mentor to 
learn about the products you are assembling.

Next 6 weeks
You will be the engineer in charge of a genuine 
engineering design project, working alongside an 
engineering mentor. This project will include:

 ] Concept Design
 ] Detailed CAD modelling / drawing / layout
 ] Rapid prototyping and prototype assembly
 ] Testing and evaluation
 ] Engineering reviews and technical presentations to 

senior executives

Throughout the 8 weeks
Various induction and training activities to familiarise 
yourself with the company and the role, including:

 ] CAD tutorials
 ] Machine-shop training 
 ] Vendor visits
 ] Metrology training
 ] Compliance training

Such an immersive and inductive first summer will allow 
you to jump right into real engineering design from 
day 1 of your subsequent summer, where the focus 
will be to allow you to operate as any other member of 
the engineering team, ready for finally joining us as a 
graduate engineer after your graduation.



PREVIOUS
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROJECTS...



If you wish to apply, please send your CV 
along with a covering letter to either:

www.thorlabs.com

Human Resources
Thorlabs Ltd
1 Saint Thomas Place
Cambridgeshire Business Park
Ely, Cambridgeshire
CB7 4EX





recruitment@thorlabs.com


