
Bishop Laney’s Charity provides grants 
to help apprentices and students from 
Ely and Soham with their training and 

further education.



“I’d like to thank the Bishop Laney’s Charity 
for the bursary they provided whilst I 
attended Arts Educational Schools on their 
degree course. Without this help it would 
not have been possible. Lack of financial 
support can be a huge barrier in arts-based 
further education, but I was able to commit 
to my course 100%. I can now move forward 
building a career on exceptional foundations 
- I can’t thank the Trust enough.”

Charles Ellerton



WHAT WE DO
Bishop Laney’s Charity gives grants 
to assist school leavers with the 
costs of training and education. 
It has helped under 25 year olds 
living in Ely and Soham for over 
340 years. 

The charity was named after Benjamin Laney, 
who was Bishop of Ely until 1674, when he died at 
the age of 84. 

In his Will, Bishop Laney bequeathed £500 to 
Pembroke Hall College and left land, houses and 
buildings estates to six substantial freeholders 
from Ely and Soham. The Will stated that the 
rent and profits should be used to help children 
from poor parishioner families in the area. Bishop 
Laney’s Charity continues to help school leavers 
with financial assistance today. 

The trust is managed by six trustees, three from 
Ely and three from Soham. They meet six times a 
year to oversee the various aspects of the charity 
and to preserve the legacy of Bishop Benjamin 
Laney. 

Bishop Laney’s Charity is not a fundraising charity, 
but has always existed to provide grants to young 
people. For more information about Bishop Laney, 
the charity and its trustees, visit
www.bishoplaneyscharity.org.uk/about



“Receiving the support from the charity 
has helped me greatly, as I will be able 
to buy measuring tools that allow me to 
make accurate parts in the workplace. I 
am extremely grateful for the support and 
generosity in helping me improve my skills by 
providing me with the equipment necessary.”

Joey Ricci, Shearline Engineering

“I see it as a privilege that I received aid from 
Bishop Laney’s Charity. It helped me during 
my apprenticeship to purchase tools that 
will start my career with Shearline.  Although 
I haven't purchased any tools yet, I want to 
ensure that through my own experience and 
knowledge from others, I can select the most 
appropriate tools that will last me throughout 
my career.”

Brandon Shorter, Shearline Engineering



WHO CAN APPLY
Students going to university can apply for a 
grant for the purchase of books or equipment, 
and apprentices of all trades and vocations can 
apply to purchase equipment necessary for their 
training. Below are the criteria each must satisfy: 

Students
 M Must be under 25
 M The usual grant is £250 for the first year and 

then £150 for each year of a three-year course
 M Special cases may be considered for greater 

grants, but a means test may be applied
 M Live in Ely or Soham.

Apprentices
 M Must be under 25 at the beginning of the 

apprenticeship
 M Apprentices would receive £1,000 for a three-

year apprenticeship over the three years
 M The employer is entitled to £250 at the start of 

the apprenticeship and £250 at the end
 M Live in Ely or Soham.

Bishop Laney’s 
Charity has 
given over £315k 
in grants to 
students in the 
last 10 years

All grant figures above are correct as at Dec 18 and subject to yearly review.



“Allowing apprentices access to the 
Bishop Laney’s Charity grants gives 
young people the support they need. 
It provides them with encouragement 
to think someone is on their side 
when it comes to their education. 
From the company’s point of view, it 
provides us with reassurance that we 
are investing in young people for the 
right reasons, and not just for our own 
future, but for the local community 
and country as a whole.”

Richard Holmes, Standen 
Engineering Limited



Bishop Laney’s 
Charity has 
given more than 
£57k in grants to 
apprentices over 
the last 10 years

APPLYING
FOR A GRANT
Bishop Laney’s Charity helps students and 
apprentices that live in Ely or Soham with funding 
towards their education or training equipment. 
 
To view further application criteria and/or apply 
for a grant, visit 
www.bishoplaneyscharity.org.uk/grants



GET IN TOUCH 
For queries about grants for students or 
apprentices, please get in touch using 
the details below: 

The Secretary 
Bishop Laney’s Charity
George Court
Bartholomew’s Walk
Ely, Cambridgeshire
CB7 4JW

Telephone
01353 662595 

Email 
secretary@bishoplaneyscharity.org.uk

Visit our website
www.bishoplaneyscharity.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 311306


